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Parents question Flora booster
club, baseball program finances
BY CLIF LEBLANC

cleblanc@thestate.com

A.C. Flora High School and its
athletics booster club recently
have tightened the reins on the
club’s finances after dogged
questioning by fathers of two
students.
But those fathers, Wes Few
and Craig Freeman, say that’s
not enough. They say the
changes are superficial and
don’t really open the cash-flush
club to proper scrutiny. Neither

One of the Columbia area’s most prized high school baseball
programs and its booster club have been under scrutiny by fathers
of former players asking for financial records. More than a year
later, A.C. Flora principal announces changes in bookkeeping.
the school, the club nor Richland 1 has shown the parents or
The State newspaper how
money has been raised or spent.
Few and Freeman, fathers of
former players on the school’s
showcase Falcons baseball
team, have been pressing since
September 2015 to see the financial books. Like parents of
all players, they’ve contributed

provements, according to some
documents made available by
parents.
And that revenue does not
include what is likely the club’s
single largest source of steady
income: almost $500,000 in tax
dollars provided by the city of
Forest Acres over the past dozen
years.
The fathers are not alleging
money has been spent improperly. They just don’t know how
much was raised and how it was
spent. And they want to see the
books.

thousands of dollars through
never-ending fundraisers, baseball camps and other income
drivers for the team, they said.
The club is the chief fundraising arm for Flora sports teams.
It has raised at least tens of
thousands of dollars, particularly through the baseball program,
for player equipment, field
maintenance and other im-

Early this month, the school
announced it had conducted a
review of financial procedures
and made bookkeeping changes
in the booster club to “ensure
the most accurate and secure
controls.”
Few called the Feb. 2 open
letter from Principal Richard
McClure to booster club parents
about the review “a worthy
attempt to skirt the issue. I’d say
it’s a half truth.”
“They still haven’t explained
SEE CLUB, 7A

Lexington 3 schools eye major
repairs for 1st time in 20 years
Proposed
repairs
Key improvements
suggested for
Lexington 3 schools,
all in BatesburgLeesville:

HERE’S WHAT
YOU MISSED
A look at five of the most
significant stories affecting the
Midlands from the past week.
Find them at thestate.com:

HIGH SCHOOL
New roof, ventilation,
plumbing, fire
sprinklers, lights,
ceiling tiles, doors,
windows, entrance,
faculty and visitor
parking and
additional wiring.
Entrance, ticket
booth, restrooms
and concession stand
at stadium.

President Donald Trump
received a warm reception
Friday at Boeing in North
Charleston, where he
stopped to celebrate the
rollout of the airplane
maker’s 787-10 Dreamliner
and thank South Carolina
for helping him win the
White House.
Some S.C. Democratic
senators propose
spending $76 million a
year to offer free tuition,
vouchers to pay fees and
other financial help to
students at the state’s 16
technical colleges.
Divorced South
Carolinians say they want
a break from a lifetime of
alimony payments – well,
at least the ones writing
those checks do. About
two dozen members of
S.C. Alimony Reform
flocked to an S.C. Senate
hearing Thursday to show
support for four bills that
could lighten their loads.
Camden’s Jack Brantley
talks about who will inherit
his showcase home, the
future of his catering
business – and one of his
favorite sandwiches.
— COMPILED BY NOAH FEIT

MIDDLE SCHOOL

JUDY TURNER-FOX, LEXINGTON 3

Teacher Gail Asbill works with first-grade students at Batesburg-Leesville Primary School. Lexington 3
classrooms need a facelift, a report advises.

High school needs the most improvements, report advises
BY TIM FLACH

tflach@thestate.com

L

exington 3 classrooms
are starting to show their
age and need a facelift, a
report commissioned by
school leaders says.
The four schools in Batesburg-Leesville are well-maintained, but many features at
facilities built between 1975 and
1999 are in line for major updating – soon, it said.
The upgrades are the first
significant improvements proposed in 20 years for classrooms
whose enrollment of 2,100 students is the smallest among
steadily growing Lexington
County’s five school districts.
“We know our buildings are
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getting older,” school board
chair Gariane Gunter said.
“From the outside looking in,
you’d never realize it.”
The high school, the oldest of
Lexington 3’s four facilities,
needs the most improvements,
especially fire sprinklers, the
report said. And “significant
renovation” is needed within a
decade at the performing arts
center at the school, one of the
newest facilities, the study added.
But some renovations suggested would be largely unseen.
Those repairs are vital “to protect our assets,” Superintendent
Randall Gary said.
Major steps recommended
include:
A Replacing roofs, plumbing
and ventilation systems.
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A Making entrances and playgrounds more secure.
A Upgrading lights and wiring
for technology and cost savings.
No new school is needed, the
study said.
“Nothing is surprising, but
there are some things I didn’t
think about,” Gary said of the
list.
Lexington 3 leaders are starting to develop a plan to make
the improvements, with the
price tag for the package yet to
be determined.
It’s too soon, Gunter and Gary
said, to know whether the renovations can be accomplished in
stages, with current revenue, or
whether they will require voter
approval. Going to voters in a

SEE LEXINGTON 3, 6A
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New roof (could be
deferred),
ventilation,
plumbing, carpet,
fencing, kitchen
equipment, outdoor
performance area,
pickup and drop-off
lanes, additional
wiring and improved
athletic fields.

ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL
Expand multipurpose
room, new roof,
ventilation,
plumbing,carpet,
fence, entrance,
kitchen equipment,
pickup and drop-off
lanes, additional
wiring, improved
athletic fields, lane
for fire trucks.

PRIMARY
SCHOOL
New roof, ventilation,
plumbing, lights,
ceiling tiles,
bathrooms, doors,
windows, entrance,
playgrounds, pickup
and drop-off lanes,
additional wiring,
enclosed media
center and relocated
administration office.

